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My PhD dissertation, Sexual Subjectivity and the Politics of Desire, examines how sexual 
subjectivity is constituted through relations of recognition, vulnerability, and objecthood, 
and how these dynamics complicate dominant frameworks of consent and autonomy. I 
argue that contemporary Western societies are marked by patterns of sexual misrecognition 
that shape how individuals come to understand themselves as sexual beings. Some groups 
are systematically excluded from being considered sexually desirable, even though 
experiences of desirability are closely tied to well-being. Other groups are subjected to 
forms of over-sexualisation in which desirability becomes a mode of dehumanisation. These 
asymmetries reveal how recognition in the sexual domain is unevenly distributed and often 
structured by social hierarchies. The urgency of this problem is reflected in phenomena such 
as the ongoing desexualization of disabled people, the hyper-sexualization of marginalized 
groups, and the persistence of sexual violence. Together, these dynamics illustrate how 
sexual misrecognition perpetuates inequality and constrains the formation of sexual 
subjectivity. This dissertation develops a more inclusive account of sexual subjectivity by 
analysing a series of case studies in dialogue with philosophical theories of subjectivity and 
recognition. The central question of this project is: what are the possibilities and limits of 
expanding sexual recognition, and how might sexual subjectivity be shaped differently? 
 


