Project Description: Contextual Effects on Sexually and Gender diverse Youth’s School
Outcomes and Mental Health

Despite increasing societal acceptance, sexually and gender diverse (SGD) youth continue to
experience stigma, contributing to disparities in health and school outcomes by sexual
orientation and gender identity. Yet little research examines how social environments shape
these disparities. Because schools and friendship networks are central in SGD youths’ lives,
differences in acceptance within these contexts may influence the magnitude of disparities.

This PhD project consists of two parts. The first examines how characteristics of the school
context in secondary and vocational education (e.g., such as inclusive policies and practices)
affect sexual orientation and gender identity-based disparities in school outcomes, including
bullying victimization and feelings of unsafety. The second part focuses on immediate friendship
networks and investigates whether network characteristics, such as relationship quality and
closeness, influence disparities in health and school outcomes, including mental health and
substance use. Overall, the project aims to understand how social environments shape health
and educational outcomes among SGD youth.



