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Abstract 

This paper aims to explore the question of the intersection, compatibility or conflict, between 

Islamic law and international human rights law through framing the current debates on how 

both legal doctrines address the concept of gender equality and women’s rights. The paper 

seeks to define gender equality from both legal perspectives, addressing any differences or 

similarities in the meaning and the application of the term, and how terms of equity, equality 

and complementarity need to be carefully examined and used. By investigating the 

juxtaposition of both legal systems, Islamic law and International human rights law, on 

protecting women’s rights, the paper aims to examine how Islamic feminists seek conformation 

and justice by creating their own wave of feminism from their own faith tradition, in an attempt 

to create an incorporating space for Muslim women to protect their identities and their faith. 

To bridge theory and practice together, the paper will then examine the Tunisian experience, 

and its recent reforms, as an illustrative case to assess whether the contemporary aspirations of 

Islamic feminists can prove compatibility between Islamic law reform and International 

universal human rights. Based on the findings, the paper seeks to utilize the efforts of Islamic 

feminists to analyze in what ways can Islamic law prove compatibility with international 

human rights law and in what ways it cannot. Finally, the paper will identify the challenges 

and limitations based on the findings of the research.  
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